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ELECTIONS IN ENGLAND|

MISERIES OF THE PARLIAMEN-
TARY CANDIDATE.

Humors of n British Politieal Meetling
—~WVisiting the Candldate — Evading
Troublesome Inguirios—Who May Vo
for u Candidate tor the Commons.

A Parlinmentury Elecollon.

The imperviousness of the average
British skull to a joké prevents a gen-
eral and thorough appreciation of the
humors of a British election. The Eng-
lish have a facully of taking everything
with the utmost seriousness, and as an
election s, to them, the most important
affair in which the British can ongage,

every step in its progress, from the dis- |

solution of the old Parliament 1o the as-
gsembling o' the new, is taken with
overpowering solemnity that is often
very funny., According to the tlobe-
Democrat, every one who has anything
to do with the affair, no matter how
small
be, Is !‘r.,f‘munll\ iu.‘u'»--—-.-m] with a
sense of his own importance and of the
fact that he is making history, and so
goos about the job with an earnestness
that bim muech oredit, but often
falls to lmpress the bystanders in the
manner intended, From the candidate
himself to the Chalriman of a popular
meeting, and from the latter pompous
fTunetionnry humble sharer in
political work who walks up and down
the strects bearing two boards on which
is inseribed advice to voters to the
proper person Lo receive their encourago-
ment and votes, every one or
geems to foels, thdt he s o part of one
stupendous whole, snd conducts himself
aocordingly

The iInfrequency parliamentary
elections in Great Britain, as comparaed
with those for Congres=s in this country,
has a tendency to inercase their impor-
tance in the e¢yes of the people, ana the
local interest is not in the least dimin-
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B0 that o Seotchman may be
to contest a borough in the south of En-
gland, while an Englishman
Scotiand 1o 2olieit the favor ol the peo
ple there, The fact that they freauently
have their
he appears before them on the hustings
doos not disturb the determinarlon
the men of party to vote for him,
und whon he down” from Lon-
don—for in England London is "up.”
and everywhere ol ix "down”™
driess them, they turn out with
thusiasm born of n zonl thi
to give him a weleome

Suppose, then, that the Liberals pro-
pose to contest o seat o
Liberal management sends down Johin
Smith to make the John
down,visits Cranbirook, Biddenden, Hars-
monden, Goudhurst and
in his district, shakes hands with the
moen, asks about the health of their
*missuses” and the ehildren, and
through othoer Progoesses of an electornl
Canvass famillar to soters in this
couniry in Eugland, DBut

pany ol nie
they will
tor
"hll\'ﬂ"

w for whom
tlhieir

two

Kno
the
Hie
m to districts,

voles,
(L H i.l‘-"l‘l-—-

called an

HOVEr soeen
0l
nis

’ tnes

yt
an &n-

1o party

hent and the
RIViHss

in'e

I TUR ;
other v llages

(VA

0=

John's

canvass is not to be completad without |

making public appearance ol
kind, for mmuch as the English people
ridicule the American love of speech-
making. thy desire to pddress audivnees
is at least = trong in overy part of
England any part of Amerien
Long before the coming of the would-he
M. P. 0 meeting has been arranged, and
at this gathering Mr, Smith is expeceted
to outline the poliey of his party,
chow how it 8 the anlvation of the
sountry, to explain what it ha
the past and what It proposcs to do in
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WINNING THE BUTCHER'S YOTR
the future, and to prove, to the satis-
faction of all* the Liberuls in hearing,
that the Torles are dragging the nation
to swift and certain destruction,

For a ilrl}' or two before amall hn)‘ﬁ
have distributed handbills through the
town and vicinity Invitieg the voters to
turn out in foree to the meeting in, for
instance, the vestry hall of Cranbroesk,
The hall, which is n place of public as.
sembly, will scat 300 or 400 people, and

on the evening of the meoting 18 packed |
fo suffocation with volors anxious to| like donkeys,

and in=ignificant his :hare may |

giws [ll

vandidate until I

to nil-

L number are me:n

erals are there,

mong them s o liboral sprink-
ling of Tory nts, who have come
to have a littlo fun and to make things
interesting for Mr, Smith and hls sup-
porters, Long before meeting is called
to order a war of words has been begun
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PBut he perseveres, recites as much of

between the men of the two parties,
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A DIFFVIDENT SPEAKER

and they quarrel in pairs over the issues
of the canvass, cach making the matter
entively porsonal to himself and op-
ponent.  The entry of the Chalrman |
and loeal committee vshering in John |
Smith is the signal for prolonged up-
roar. The Chalrman and loeal commit-
tee are jeered at by their acquaintances
of the opposite political faith in the
ecrowd, the candidate is eheered and
hooted, while comments on his personal
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| their meoting

* HIS MIND

appearance are often too pointed to be
Fhe Chalrman finally
in bringing the meeting
show of orderand introduces Jobin Smith,
who, with desperation in his heart, be-
#ins the task of running the gauntlet of
a lire questions and ;n'n-ri‘-‘|ltilm-~
from the mob, Unless the meeting has

Hall'en .'j!lll" Hlli=
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THE CANDIDA

1acked the re
opponents present
fpus slions,

been are always sturdy
to ask ine pportune
anad self-appointed
tross-examiners their work  well,
trequently driving a candidate almost
wild with their
Nor are they to be put down
awed, They have generally prepared
themselves bheforehand with a fist of
questions, and reder to thelr memorandns
trom time to time »o as to omit none of
the list, The most troublesome of thelt
who have a pet idea
which dors not fall in with the policy of
the candidate If the dea popular,
thoy always have the sympathy of a por-
tion at least of the audienee, aml free
quently carry on o sort apposition
meeting in the same room uand at the
same time as that of their opponents
After the row between the two fac-
tlona hns Plll;,:'l‘.t--a'll toa point w here
nltercation is evidently atoul 1o be sue-
ool '\‘\' lNaticulls, a compromise ia
generally effectod, the most pertinacions
and troublesome of the opponcents is in-
vited to o seat the platiorm, to boe-
come a part of the meeting, and Is then
CXpin tesd 1o hold his peae until given a
chance to speak his mind. The com-
promise Is generally respected 8o far as
he ig concerned, but his followers do
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[ not in any wise cousider themselves re-

strained by the courtesy shown their |
londer, but resort to every possible |
means to interrupt and embarrass the
sponkers, They shout, they groan, |
they yell, they whistle, taey eall out,
*'Ear! ‘'ear!” in the most ironleally |
annoying way. They bring to thelr as-
sistanee various instruments of musie,
funeful and otkerwise, on which they
execute fantasias of the most ear-
splitting description; they crow like |
cocks, they bellow like cows, they bray
Poor John Smith, who
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time with such romarks as oceur to him
on the spur of the moment or are sug-
gosted by the more or less impertinent
questions of the mob,

Tired out by his efforts he finally takes
his seat, and is vigorously applauded by
his female relatives on the platform,
who have listenaed to his address with
looks of admiration at the profundity of
his wisdom, and with reproachful and
contemptuous glances  at the crowd
which did not appreeiate such talent,

The ¢lose of John's speech is the sig-
nal for an outbreak comparcd to which
the uproar that prevalled all along was
n tritle, Some of the andienee desire
to hear other speakers of the samo
party as the candidate, others wish to
have a taste of something different, and
the leader of the opposition, who was
invited on the platform in order to keep
him quiet, usually seizes the oppor-
tunity of the lull to spring to his feet
and begin an answer 1o the statements
and arguments that have been
vaneced 'hj.' the candidate, Ho
successlul, for the spirit of fait
strong among the English people, but
not infrequently, when the local com-
mittee deems the situntion inopportune,
heis, on one exeuse or other, suppressad
whercupon he retives in high
from the platform amd gives utterance
to his dissatisfaction frrom a ehairin the
back part of the room,

v few days later the
in the =ame and

by their candidate, the

being ennoted, this time,
hhowever, the Liberals appearing as the
disturbing clement, and, in all prob-
abllity & member the Liberal loeal
committes appearing in the role of chief
grumbier, and being invited 1o a
on the platform to secure o temporary
respite while the Tory cundidate airs
his views,

Disorderly as they often
ever, the political meetings of the pres-
ent day are a marked lmprovement
over those deseribed by IMekens half o
cermiury  ago, when the nomioating
moeotings woere olten riotous N
who has read the
ure of th
wicek and his
part can owe
amdl yet, from
less imaginative
son to belleve tho
wll, overdrawn,

'he methods of alter the
nominations have been made have, how-
ever, little change. The
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number
cropsed during the
still restricted compared with the
system of universal suffrage of the
| nited States, and the efforts to obtaln
are proportionately more eners
{he hand-gshaking goes on with

in-
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voters, though largely

last lifty vears,

Vvirles

getie,

I tate of the annual

o wiser, |

his rusurod speoch ns he has not for- |
gutto!-‘n n the uproar, and fills up tho‘

s universe would totter and fall.

_ which the

she would not deign to bhestow &
In & close election the oaa
vassing I8 carried on with a
people of this coun
nothing, for in a district where the an-
tecedents of every man for generations
are perfeotly well known to all, the only
hope of success lles in Inducing votera
of the opposite political faith to changa
their minds; and the difficulty of doing
this can be imagined only when the
ruggad self-rellance, not to say obstls
nucy, of the British voter is taken inte
consideration. ~ The time was when
votes were sold and bought almost
openly, but that time has gone by; if
there is bribery now it is so earefully
hidden as to be lnvisible even to the
shrowd guardians of public order.

But the voters are not the ouly per-
sons subjectod to moral pressure whdle
the canvass 18 In progress. In every
British community, as in every puart of
the United States, there are men and
women who imagine that the world Is
on their shoulders, and that, should
they remove their support, the moral
These
are the men and women who form so-
cieties for the purpose of bringing about
what the rest of the world calls impossi-
billties, Somaetimes they succend, some-
times they fall; In the former case they

! are placed on the pedestal of fame ns

| benefactors,

leadors of the world's
thought, and persons to whom aflter
ages will pont with pride; in the latter,
they are denominated cranks, and are
pronounced it for the lunatic asylum.
Whether eranky or philanthropic, how-
ever, taey are equally troublesome to

| an anxious candidate when they come

ad- |

play 18 |

, tion with a new poliey does not

{ for Parliament s contirn

to demand what policy he intends to
pursue in regard to the idea they have
madde It their to foster, and
the unfortunate man is often put to not
o little uneasiness when womian ' s-
rights delegation or a temperance
committee calls upon him to express
himself explicitly in regard to these
questions,  To oppose them is fo lose
the support of all on their side; to favor
them is to suffer a cortain loss, probably
much greater, among those who regard
thelr pet theories as folly; to be non-
committal is to run the posaibility
of in toth directions. To steer
clear of these difeulties is no easy mat-
tor, particularly as the 1n'|ll|||- who col-
stitute themselves o committes to elieit
the candidate's views are not usually

business
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THE CHALIRMAN,

disposed to tolerate evasion, but de-
manid an uneguivoeal statvment; and
the example of the candidate In the last
Purliamentary election, who, whenover
informed that a delegation was on its
way to his house, hid in the garret, lonve-
ine word that he cone to London
would be foillowed bLiv more than one
llT.':-‘I!I]lI\' contestant, did he not fear the
consesquenees ol _-:j"[l eVARION evVen mora
than the results of an interviow

But from one kind of pressure, that
for appointm: nt to oflive, the candidate
for Parllnment s almost entirely froe,
There to be sure, in Greal Britain
in the United States, numerous pa-
triots who are willing to serve their
country at a fixed and lberal salary,
bat the incoming of a new administra-
mean
ther, here, a gencral exodus  of
Government oflicin's,  Civil service has,
in Great Britain, passed heyond the ex-
perimental stage, and Is  as  flrmly
grounded as any other principle of ad-
minigtrative government.  With the de-
foat of the administrat on, the ministry
amd a few heads of departments go out,
Fut the great body of English !-l““"
servants, after belng appointed, are se-
curt in thelr pluces no ma'ter how great
the political unh avals that from time
to time take place in the nation, rime
minigtors may come and but the
c¢lerk in a government lii']-aT'Tllln-Iti, the
country I stmastoer, "‘i._\lﬂ on, unafTeeted
by the change in foreian
policy that may in the
elevtion,

Mention has :I',"u'n-l_\' beon mmde of
the vonparatively restricted number of
Fuglish voters by whom the cand date
vl in his
numbers come-

=uffrage, they

s
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domestic or

be involved

el
tion., Small as are these
]lil.l""{ with our unlimited
large when compared  with the
of volers who exercised the
frunchise before the reform Lill of 1548,
which was passed by the Conservatlve
Government of Disracli. U'nder this
dovument voters in counties comprised
40 shilling frecholders, or those owne-
ing property in fee of that annual value,
'I";tl‘-il' posse=ssing A lifee estutle of the
annual value of 40 shillings, which, it
not pceupied, must hayve beon possossed
bofore 1882

clinses

those }-u-mt.-é«-‘h;,,’ o life is-
value 9, lesaees
for not thun slxly years of the
annual value of L5, or for twenty years
of the annual value of £50, and oecn-
plers of lunds rated at £12 a year, In
boroughs the voters comprise the rated
ogcupiers of dwellings who have pavid

0l £

livss

| thelr poor rates, occupiors of premises,

resentatives in

A BAD SELECTION FOR SANDWICR
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vigor from the nomination until polling |

not dwelling houses, of the annual value
af 210, and lodgers occupying premisos
of the anounl value of £10, The bars of
suffrage were thus let down 1o & vary
low noteh, but in spite of this fact great
numbers of the Queen's subijeects are
still disfranchised, and have
part nor lot in the elo tion of thelr rep-
Parliament.

THe new Kansas State-house, on
which over $2,000,000 has been eox-
pended, and which is not yet eom.
pleted, is said to be in duanger of
falling down, owing to poor material
used. The large stones at the base
of the dome are splitting and crum-
bling, and the entire structure is en-
dangered. The Legislature, through
State pride, required Kansas stone
to be used, and the result isa de-
fective bullding. State pride should

is ended, and many a fine lady, eager | be tempered with common sense.

for the sueccess of her favorite camdis |
date, condescends to solleit In person |

Tre American gooscberries require

'the favor of men on whom at other | prunnig every year.

know ;

neither |

Housing Kleapers,

In the olden time church servicea
were so long—prayers, hymns, and
sermons—that it is no wonder that
wany of the hard-worked people in
the, congregations could not keep
awiake, Both in the old world and in
the new varlous devices were resorted
to for the purpose of banishing sleep
from the chureh. Among these wis
not the modern one of making the
services short and interesting. Our
English fathers tried several methods
of breaking up the offensive practice,
One method was that known as “bolb-
bing,” a term thus explained by a
writer in Notes and Queries:

“My mother can remember Betty
Finch, a very masculine sort of
woman, being the “hobber' at Holy
Trinity Church in the year 1810, She
walked very majestically along the
alsles durtng divine service, armed
with a great long stick like a fishing-
rod, which had a bob fastened to the
end of it; and when she caught any
sleeping or  talking., they got a
nadge. ™

Doctor Thirlwall, Bishop of St
David's, gives in one of his “Letters”
anamusing account of a Kerry custom
for awakening sleepers in chureh.

“It is by ancient custom a part of
the sexton’s duty to perambualate the
church during serviee time with a
bell fo his hand, to look carefully into
every pew, and whenever he finds
any one dozing to ring the bhell,

“He discharges this duty, i is sald,
with great vigilance, intrepidity and
impartiality, and consequently with
the happlest effect on the congregi-
tion: for as everybody is certain that
if he or she gives way to drowsiness
the fact will forthwith  made
known through the church by a peal
which will direet all eyes to the
sleeper, the fear of such a visitation
Is almost always suflicient to keeg
every one on the alert,”™

Bent on Paying Mis Fare,

He sal in a Six“h avenue elevated
railroand car, and twirled a S5-cent
plece  expectantly. At length he
turned to & New York Tribupe re-
porter, who happened to he sitting
near him, and said: “What's the lare
on this road?” “Five cents.” “Don't
they eolleet it?"  “Certainly not.
You buy a ticket at the station where
vou get on and put it in the box on
the platform.” *“That's strange,”
suidd the man with the nnused nickel,
“Sotmechow  've slipped in without
paying. You he added contl-
[dentially, *I'm from Callfornia, and
[we don't ride around in this sort of
thing out there, Guess [ ean put in
n ticket when 1 get off, can't 17"
“Well,” said the reporter, “the cle-
vated road crowds and hustles
that New-Yorkers wouldn't
hesitate to ‘heat’ the road if 1t were
in such an unintentional manner as
you have done it.,” 1 think I had
better  pay,” sald the Californian
decidedly. Amd  at Fourteenth
streot he left  the train and
siid to the ticket chopper:  “Some-
how or ather I have ridden up here
from Chambers  street withoumt
piving anything., “Saved a niche',
did  yver?” *“I want 1o pay now.
“Hey#" ] say 1 want to pay for m}
ride.”  “Don’t live In New York, do
vouz"  *No,” “*Didn't  come from
Jersey or BDrooklyvn, did yer?”  “No."
“Where did yon come [rom?”  “Cali-
[ fornia.” “Convention?” aYen"
“Well, vou go round tothat window,”
[ gasped the chopper, “plank down five
| cents for a ticket. and come back and
| put it in this box. Then let me look
[:I! yver.,  1've chopped tickets goin’ on
1
|
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three vears, but | never seed a man
HIXE yonu Lefore."

The Oldest Lunguage.

I'robably the oldest known spoeei-
mens of recorded language in the
lworld  to=day are the inscriptions on
the door-sockets and brick stamps
found at Niffer by the DBabylonian
exploration expedition of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, which has
recently returned. The brick stamps,
which are of yellow elay, about Tour
by tive inches and an inech in thick-
tiess, bear the name and titlesof King
sargon and his son Narim-Sin, who
lived about 3800 1L C., and they were
tuken from the mound which covers
the site of ancient Nippurn, with iis
famots temple of Daal.  The expoedi-
tion also found many other objects of
interest, such as clay tablets contain-
ing contracts, lists of goods, temp e
incomes, art fragmoents, and mages
lsold by the temple lakirs.  Theso
throw much light on the history of
the lnu-u]sll' s rn[1p.l-\|'-.l o that of the
kings, and the work of the expedition
carries  Babyvlonian records bacek
thousand vears, to a thne of wh'ch
practically nothing has hitherto been
known. The antiguities found
now in the university musetn.

-‘-_.'\ Feculine Cuastom,

“There i1s one very peenliar thing
about the laws of the
suvs awriterin the Louisville Coarier-
Journal. “It s the only ecuntry In
the world, so far as I know, except
lTeeland, which clings to the ancient
customs of hundreds of  yoars ago, of
promulgating them from he top of
the Thingwald hill, a mountain in
the very center of the island,  “They
[mmust be read to the whole people
from the Thingwald mountain,
the Gth day of July. before they are
binding. O course, there are
spreinl oceasions, but the Sth day of
July is the lawful day, and on this
oceasion, each year, 15,000 or 20,000
people assemble to hear the news
readd.  ‘This is something that is not
generally known, 1 think, and is pe-
euliar to the Isle of Man. ‘The laws
must be read in both the Manx and
the English languages.”
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I'r is pretty eertain that Corot, the
French, artist, did not  paint more
than 700 sketehes, and yot there have
been 12,000 examples of his work
palmed upon a picture-buying publie,
which has only Just begun to learn
that auction-catalogued pictures are
pot always what they pretend to be,
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HUMOR OF THE WEEK.

STORIES TOLD BY FUNNY MEN
OF THE PRESS.

.Il, 0dd, Curious, and Lmughable
Phases of Haman Nature Graphloally
Portrayed by Eminent Word Artists of
Our Own Day.

Selssored Smiles,

He—“No one can understand ‘what
the wild waves are saying.'" She—
*Of course not. The ocean I8 sovery
deep."—New York Herald.

FresT MAMMA—*1 see you have got,
your bhoys some pretiy suits,” Second
Mamma—*Yes, that's the only way I
can keep them in cheek.,” — Texas
Siftings.

A Wesr PmivapeLrina malden is
mourning the loss of her tine poll par-
rot. She attempted to foree it tosing
“Ta-ra-ra-boom-de-ay. "--Philadel phia
Record.

Tne pen is mightier than the
sword: and does a gowd deal more eut-
ting, too.

Tuere Is a family of the pame of
Pancake in Dade County, Mo, What's
the batter with that name, anvhow?
—Kuansas City Journal,

A KANsAs newspaper man wrote a
communication to a rival editor call-
ing him an ass, and then signed it,
“Yours fraternally, "—Texas Siftings.

“Tnry say Metiinnis made a very
effective speech at the political meet-
ing last night.” *Effeetive? You bet!
‘Barkeep,” he said, *¢harge the whole
bill to me," "—Chicago T'ribune.

Mus, GappeEr—IHave vou seen Mrs,
Hemphill sinee her husband eloped
with the cook* Mrs, De Gush—Yes,
she doesn't ecare: she was going to
give the cook notlee,anyway.—Brook-
lyn Life.

DErrcare 1o a Faver, —Mrs.Slime-
son—My Clara is an awfully delicate
girl; she can't stand anything. Mrs,
Von Blumer—Neither ean my Maude.
She put on a sailor hat the other day,
and it made her seasick, —Cloak Re-
view,

“How po you like your new flarmel
shirts, Wiggins®" “Oh, they're great!
Had ‘em washed a couple of times,
and now I'm Kkeeping them to wear
for wristhands in the winter."—Chi-
Cagn News,

“RasTrs Kissedd me on
larst night,” said Dinah.
hyah! Not bofe at
Judge.

bofe lips
“Gwuffum

oner, chile?”—

“*PAPA, ] there dsn't any
plutbers in heaven,™ said a 6-year-old
voungster one rainy day,  “Why not,
my son?”  “Heecause the sky seems to
leak so casy.”—Texas Sittings.

STRANGER—*What do you have the
wires on that barbed-wire feace so
close together fur*” Missourl Farmer

“So that when the river rises we
can use it for a fish-net."—Judge,

LoNxG—*I know an artist who
painted a ranaway horse, It was so
natural that the beholders jumped
out of the way.” Downing—*Humph!
My friend MceGilp painted a porvrais
of a lady that was so natural that he
had to sue her for his bill. "—Life's
Calendar,

Mus., B.—Ilave you any near rela-
tives, Norah? Noriah—Only an aunt,
mum: an' she iso't what you might
call near, for it's in New Orleans she
lives, mum.—bBrooklyn Life.

Tne WeEsTERN BAD MAN. —Arizona
Abe—Didn't yeh shoot him when he
insulted yeh? Howling Hank—Naw.
Thar wus nuthin® around that 1
could shoot from behind.—New York
Herald,

“Dox'r yez be toird av that police-
man yet?" said ‘the up-stairs girl to
the conk, “Yis, But Oi ean’t have
any other company.” “Why?" *“He-
cause Michael says that if Of do he'll
arrest 'im fur contimpt of coort."—
Washington Star.

eSS

Bogas—Funny how the papers are
all the time talking about the plant
aof an fron mill: next thing they’ll be
telling us that this strange plant
produces flowers. Joggs—They do
already: you may read every day
about the output of steel Llooms.

It is altogether useless to try to
talk polities to the man who was
married only a week ago.—somer-
ville Journal.

Jack Tan—We ain't
from land, Jim. There has been a
vacht along here lately.,  Jim—How
do vou know? Jack Tar—See all
them ehampagne corks. —Grip.

Warrenr (seeing dissatisfaction on
guest’s  face)—Wasn't that fowl
cooked to suit vou, sir? Guoest—
Yoes, all but the bill; just take that
back and tell them to hoil it down a
little, —Harper's Weekly.

How 1 does recall old times Lo see
vour hoy come home with another
bowv's shirt on and his back sun-
burned from his hair to his heels! 1t
makes a fellow want to be a boy and
go swimming again himself.—Brad-
ford ra.
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A vouxa man, his eve blackened,
his collar and necktie disorderal, his
coat torn, his hair tossing wildly and
wearing no hat, was rushing along
ane of the streets of the Back Bay
when he encountered his best girl.
“Oh, Henry!" she exclaimed, in an
azony of distress, “I know it all!
You have seen father,”—loston
Post. .

“Grorce WASHINGTON must have
been a mere boy when he was inau-
gurated President,” sald Mrs., Wil-
kins. “I saw an engraving of the
scene the other day, and Washing-
ton was in short trousers. "—Harper's
Bazar.

Mrs. VAN CrueeEr—*“It strikes
me, my dear, that flirting has become
almost a scienee, It reminds me of
chess,” Edith  ‘Theodora ~— “Yes,
mamma, that's so. You can't get
along without the men, you know.*
~loston Budget.




